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üUnderstanding where, when & how many   
people use the coast is imperative for
üprotection of natural coastal assets

üconservation of marine biodiversity

ülocation of appropriate infrastructureéé

üThis study is aimed at:
ü determining the spatial and temporal distribution of 

recreational activities within the reef lagoon system 
at Ningaloo Marine Park

ürelating these patterns to factors such as 
biodiversity, geomorphology, park zoning, access 
roads and accommodation nodes
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Ningaloo



Ningaloo Reef
ü300 km fringing reef 
üShallow lagoon ~ 2.5 km wide
üReef easily accessible from shore
üVaried coastal geomorphology - sandy bays, cliffs & platforms
üDiverse marine life ðwhale sharks, manta rays, turtles, whales
ü Isolated from major population centres - limited access roads



üDesert (rainfall < 200 mm per year)
üHot (> 40 º C in summer)
üStrong sea breezes and land breezes 
üOccasional cyclones in summer
üAutumn/winter best time to visit



üGazetted in 1987 

üState (3nm) and Commonwealth waters

üExpanded in 2004

üExtensively zoned

ü34 % sanctuary (no - take) area


